PERPETUAL CHILDBEARJNG

1727, came the first disappointment of many: the Queen
brought into the world two twin Princesses. Luckily the
King was both moved and delighted; he had not left the
Queen for one instant and when at last the little girls appeared
he found a word of Gallic wit on his aptitude for fatherhood.
The babies were handed over to their wet-nurses, who were
Madame Varanchan of Marseilles and Madame Raymond of
Issoire in Auvergne. Ten months later, in July 1728, a third
little girl, Madame Troisieme, was born. Everybody was miser-
able at Versailles, but the King took it very well. About that
time the Queen wrote, 'Never has mortal loved as P; the King
showed a feverish renewal of his passion; the assembled wiles
of all the ladies-in-waiting chosen by Madame de Prie1 could
not shake his constancy. In vain did Mademoiselle de Charo-
lais organize supper parties for him and publicly announce
that she would initiate him in adultery. It was evident that the
religious training of his youth still held good. (But his admira-
tion for Marie was not on a level with the early days, when
the different ladies of the Court were praised in his presence
and he replied: 'The Queen is still more beautiful/)

Marie's frequent pregnancies did much to separate them.
Her surgeon and doctor, Perard or Helvetius, whose counsels
she had to follow to the letter, often forbade her to share the
King's many journeys, so that for a long time before and
some time after having her yearly baby, she had to stay at
Versailles, while Louis with his usual egoism went hunting.
As if to conciliate the rancorous old man she would include
many tender references to Louis in her letters to Fleury.
Knowing what he was like, one can be quite sure that he
conveniently forgot to give any messages like the following:
'I beg you to make him remember sometimes a woman who

1 She had died in great agony the year before of some terrible and
mysterious ill.